o ‘the world.:: To: myfelf the aﬂ'urance of\my
o bc gu:ded by themy 53 2 . ,

-.thc index to'my plan.; . Sanéhone ‘by. ’Your, approving voice,: and by’ thatio f »yopr'repre{'entntwes in
~both -houfes ‘of congrefs,. the fpmt ‘of* that'meafure has: contmually governed me, umnﬂuenccd by'
: auy attempts to deter or dlYl’J‘t me from i it.) i & : .

Lo that our country; under all' the circumftances .of the. cafe;ihad a right jto utake, dod wasbound jn
~duty and’interelt to tnLe, ‘a: neutral poﬁtxon.? i Havmg ‘taken it, L’ determmed, as far a ﬂloﬁld depend o
A ‘|11p0n me; to maintain it with moder:mon, perfeveran e,nnd firmpefs, ' ;

' to detail.. I will only "bbferve, that accordmg to my underftanding. of the mattef,’ tﬁat rlght, fo far -

! from bemg demed by an) of: the bellxgerent powers, has been’ vxrtually admxtted by alll

- t:un mvwlate the rehtxons oE peace :md amlty towarda other natxons.

'.o'f ftrength and conﬁ[lcncy whlch is neceﬂ'ary tp gwe 1t, humanly
:fortunes. SR S : Lol :

‘ the happy reward as I tru!t of our mutual

N 1

1
PRESIDEN

= e i

'How far in the dlfcharge of oﬂ' cxal dutles l have been gmded by the prmc:ples whlchihave :

~been delmea‘ted., ‘the ;public . records and. other; evidences ‘of ; myﬂconﬂu& muft witrefs to; ;'ouaa.ml Lot
own: confcxencesls, ‘that T'haye atile 'ﬁ’be]xevcdzmyfeﬁf |

1

In relatxon ‘to. theﬁxlln fubliﬁm -war] mTEurope, rny proclamation‘of ‘the 25.& 'of Apn]f 1793, is

- .-,,’»,_" h 3-;_,,.4‘_)\1»)

After dchbcrnte exammatlon, with, the . aid .of vthe beft lnghts I could obtam,

Ty ..,'_.A‘.q ,,:.7 ’ ' RX i s faelh ‘ r'zs‘- o ”—-"'\‘ Vol (4 ) v‘

*"The conﬁderatlons ‘which refpe& the. r:ght <to hold this: condu&, it'is not ner.,eﬂ'a ‘ on' his occaﬁon e

‘\>

: DI o ‘. h
T he duty of holdmg a heutral condué't may'be mferred wnthout .any thing. m;re, from,tl’;e obhga—-»-‘ :
tion which juftice and ‘humanity 1mpofe on}every nation .in cafes in which'it'is free to &r:to m':un-

" The mducements of mtere{t for obfervmg thlt condu& W1ll beﬂ: be referred to your own reﬂeéhons -

ahd experience. . |\ With me,a predomm:mt motwe has'been to endeavour:to gain:time to. our*countxy\ e
{ettle and mature its yet recent. m{htutlons, nnd to progrefs, without h\terruptlon, to that’ degree
fpeakmg, “the: commani of its:own ';

1

x ' "'.

Though in revxewmg the mcxdents oﬂ my Jndmxmﬁrntxon Iam unconfcxous of mtentlonal error, 1

~'am neverthelefs too fenfible of 1 my defe€ls not to think it probable, that I'mdy have committed T L many: . f
‘errors. ; Whatever they may be, 1 fervently befeechi, the Almighty to avert or mmgate the'evils'to - !
" wihich they may tend. . I fhall alfo carry thh me the hope, that my: country will nevericeale to; vxcw_ o . g
- them: with indulgence; and ‘that after. forty-ﬁve years ‘of my life dedicated to its: fervice, withan = - 1
©. npright zeal; the faults oE mcompetent abtlmes wxll be conﬁgned to' bllvmn, as myfelf mu& foon be S 5
‘_tothemnnﬁonsofreﬁ: O 1 _,7.[ R Ry ; ; 5
= Relvmg on: its. kmdncfs in thxs as in’ other thmgs, and a&uated by that‘fervent love townrds it ' E
rwluch is fo natural-to 2 mari who views in:il the native {oil of himfelf and: his. progemtors for feveral . ;
_generations, 1l anticipate, with: pleaﬁng.-expeé’tat:on, that retreat, in which' T promife. m\'felf 0, . }‘
 realize, without alloy, the fweet. enjoyment of partaking, in:the 'midft’ of iny. fellow-c!tyzens, thei: {{
" benign “influence of good laws under a free, government, -the ever: favmmte object of - my‘-'hearn and i

cnres, labours and dangers. H
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